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    Pastor's November Message
         A Season of Thanks
As November rolls around, pumpkin spice starts showing up in everything, and most of us start thinking about Thanksgiving plans.  It’s the season when gratitude takes center stage — when we pause, even just for a moment, to say thank you for what we’ve been given.

But for many, Thanksgiving can also stir up a complicated mix of emotions.  Some tables feel emptier than they used to.  The first holiday after losing someone you love can feel especially tender — the empty chair, the recipe no one can quite make the same way, the stories you wish you could tell one more time.  Gratitude can feel like a tall order when grief is still sitting at the table with you.

That’s why I think gratitude has to be more than a feeling.  It’s a practice.  Feelings come and go, but a practice is something we return to, even when our hearts aren’t quite ready.  When we choose to practice gratitude — not to force ourselves to feel happy, but to open our eyes to what is still good and holy in our lives — it changes how we move through the world.

The Bible reminds us to “give thanks in all things,” which can sound impossible some days.  But I don’t think it means we have to be thankful for all things.  It means we can learn to find gratitude within all things — even in the hard parts.  Gratitude helps us notice the small mercies that carry us: a call from a friend, a shared laugh, a warm meal, a memory that brings both tears and comfort.

This year, whether your table is crowded or quiet, may you find moments of grace worth naming.  May gratitude draw you closer to God’s presence, even in your pain.  And may we, as a church family, keep helping one another remember that love — and the One who gives it — is still here, still good, and still enough.

With love and gratitude,
Rev. Dustin Bartlett
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Hello!  

November is here!  It is hard to believe there are 59 days until Christmas!!  How is that possible?  Where did this year go?  

November is a time for warm fires, raking leaves, sweaters and Thanksgiving.  There are a lot of ways to show our gratitude for all of the blessings we have received throughout the year.  One way that I particularly enjoy is to help serve food to those that may not have what they need.  Our church is serving at the Grace Lutheran Church banquet on November 3.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  I had the pleasure of baking and serving last year for the first time.  It was such a wonderful experience.  Not only did we have the opportunity to serve others, I was able to do it with our UCC family.  I would really encourage anyone that is available on November 3rd either for cooking or serving or both to please sign up.  You will be very happy that you did!

The church council and pastor Dustin have been working with the Freedom’s Haven organization to secure a grant for the Goldhorn’s Ukrainian family - the Chepaks.  We were so thrilled this week to receive a check for $3500 to help the Chepaks offset some of the re-parole application fees.  We will be presenting them with this check in the very near future.  

The PIV building task force (Partners in Vision) will have their first meeting on Monday, Oct. 27.  We will be reviewing and discussing the information we received during our two day meeting and determining next steps.  If you would like to be on the PIV building task force please see me or Pastor Dustin.

Since it is November, the church council is starting to prepare for the annual meeting that takes place in January.  The nominating committee is looking for 3 members to be on the church council starting in 2026 along with a new moderator.  I have enjoyed being your moderator for the past two years but it is time to pass the torch onto someone new.  If you are interested in serving on the church council or as the moderator please come see me.  

I hope everyone has a wonderful November and Thanksgiving season!

Love to all

Susan

                          HOME BOUND FRIENDS (updated)
Last         First          Address
                   Phone
Anderson
Waneta 
215 S Maple #339
      605-753-3275  Jenkins

Bevers

Jean

500 16th Ave # 26
      605-886-6519  StoneyBrook

Gribble
Ramona
6 1st St. SW # 504

605-881-0006  (home)

Jordan

Diane

3800 20th Ave. SW

605-886-2885  (home)

Krull

Phyllis

215 S.Maple #316

605-753-3285  Jenkins

Pope 

Donna

215 S. Maple #225

605-361-1422  Jenkins

Richardson
Nell

614 N. Broadway

605-886-4041  (home)

Ruesink
Joyce

901 14th Ave.NE #410 
605-520-3670  Edgewood

Tate

Jan

215 S. Maple #322

605-878-4304  Jenkins

Tate

Tom

215 S. Maple #324   
605-753-3293  Jenkins

Zemlicka
Wilma

46156 160th St. 

605-882-2004  (home)

Church Council Minutes
October 13, 2025

Present: Susan Aamold, Sue Pearson, Wayne Johnson, Rose Moehring, Rosanne Dyce-Anderson, Shari Wirkus, Pastor Dustin Barlett
Call to Order – Susan Aamold
Opening Prayer – Dustin Barlett
Approve September Meeting Minutes – Sue Pearson moved to approve the minutes. Second by Roseanne Dyce-Anderson.

Treasurer Report – In Brenda Zemlicka’s absence, Susan Aamold gave a review of the treasurer report. There were no questions. 

Pastor Report 

· Pastor Dustin noted that Susan Aamold, Lynne Forbush, Don Goldhorn, Alan Pearson, and himself participated in the Church Building and Loan Fund online training held on September 25–26. The taskforce will arrange a meeting to review the outcomes and initiate discussions regarding specific options for our facility.
· The South Dakota Conference Annual Meeting was held October 3-4 at Placerville camp. It was noted at the meeting that the conference continues to face a significant challenge with Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) giving is currently down 53% compared to last year. 

· The Fall Meeting of the Prairie Lakes Association will be held in Brentford on Saturday, October 26. Dustin will be asking for any members of our congregation to attend. 

· Sunday, November 2 is All Saints Sunday. The congregation will acknowledge members who have died in the past year. Candles will be lit and names read of First Congregational members who have passed away.
· A New Members Class will be held November 8. 

No report from Christian Education, Welcoming Committee, Personnel Committee or Mission & Outreach. 

Susan Aamold stated the Building & Grounds Committee is still seeking solutions regarding what to do to preserve the front steps. The steps are stable but do need attention. 

Old Business 

· Rachel’s Hope has relocated to our church and things are going well. They will only be working in their supply room during the church office hours. 

· Our church serves The Banquet on November 3. Cyndy Voight is chairing this community service on behalf of our congregation. 

· There was a brief discussion on security in the church and whether or not cameras are needed. 

The next council meeting will be on November 10 at 6:00 p.m.

Shari Wirkus made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Roseanne Dyce-Anderson seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned.

[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.jpg]



       Christian Ed. November Message
Welcome to November! We are starting to move into the season of Thanksgiving and giving, it reminds me how thankful we are for the children and youth that come to church and brighten our days. The church kiddos always bring a feeling of fun and excitement into the church classroom, and hopefully into the church service as well.

The last month has brought lessons in having faith the size of a mustard seed. Reminding children to have a thankful heart. Being persistent with prayer and always 'praying until something' happens or 'PUSH'. And reminding us that living simply and humbly can make a lot of good. The children have used clay, beads, paint, and colors to express themselves this October.

As we look forward into November and December, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving and moving into our Christmas program.

The Christmas program will take place on December 21st, during the church service. Please come and enjoy the kids hard work and hear a Christmas story. It's an important way for the kids to give back and serve the church which they seem to enjoy. So please mark it down on your calendars!

Also there will be no Sunday School November 30th, the weekend of Thanksgiving.

The youth group talked about masks and painted pumpkins this past month. We are looking for Furniture and Things to outfit the pit for the Youth group. The kids also will be serving every third Sunday of the month. So please feel free to join us for treats!

We just want to thank the church and all the members for their continued support of the Christian Ed program. These are the up and coming Generations of Church members, and I think we are in good hands!

Blessings- 

Rachel Clendenin
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Come Worship with
Pastor Dustin Bartlett

  10:00 am Sunday

 Everyone is always welcome

If you cannot make it to the Sunday service, you 

can follow us at; http://www.uccwatertown.com.
The November / December Upper Room devotionals are available in the brochure

cases and on the table in the narthex.


You are welcome to stay and enjoy coffee and fellowship after Sunday worship.
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Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
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Dear Church Family,


Words cannot begin to express the gratitude our family feels for all the love, support, and prayers we have received with Rodney’s death.  We were heartbroken with his loss, but your support has lifted us up on more than one occasion.  Thank you also to all who helped with the visitation and funeral.  We know that was a lot of work, but you stepped up and took care of it.  Rodney was confirmed in a Lutheran church but did not attend church until we got married in our church.  He then became a member and his faith, church family and serving the church became very important to him.  He loved visiting before and after church and getting to know people better which led to many lasting friendships here. We are so grateful.   


The Family of Rodney Zemlicka














