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   Pastor's November Message 
November Newsletter – A Legacy of Love

Every year, on the first Sunday in November, we take time to remember our beloved friends and family members who have died.  

On Sunday, November 1st, we will continue that tradition as we honor the members of First Congregational UCC that we have loved and lost, giving thanks for the ways their lives have touched our own.  We speak their names and light candles in their memory.  

But our remembrance is not limited to church members or to those who have died recently.  Everyone will have an opportunity to remember other loved ones who have died, whether last month or many years ago.

All Saints' Day is also a natural opportunity to reflect on the legacies we leave behind.

First Congregational UCC has been a part of this community since 1879 – nearly 150 years!  Our congregation is built upon the faithfulness and generosity of generations of people who came before us.  Their legacy lives on in the relationships they built, the ministries they supported, and the lives they touched.  

And sometimes that legacy takes a financial form, too.

Over the years, some members and friends of First Congregational have chosen to include the church's Endowment Fund in their wills or estate plans, allowing their generosity to continue supporting the congregation's ministry long after their deaths.  Last year's Legacy Giving campaign encouraged us to think about the legacy we might leave for future generations.  If you have been considering including First Congregational in your estate plans, we still have information and forms available through the church office to help you get started.

And speaking of legacies, we have some exciting news!

Tim Heiman and Judi Woodward-Heiman have made a generous gift that will allow us to launch a $10,000 matching gift campaign for our Endowment Fund!
Although Tim and Judi no longer live in Watertown or belong to our congregation, their connection to First Congregational remains strong.  Judi's mother, Willa Austin, known to many as "Billie," was a longtime and beloved member of our church.  Through their generosity, Tim and Judi are helping to ensure that the church Billie loved will continue its ministry for generations to come.

Their gift gives us an extraordinary opportunity: every dollar contributed to the Endowment Fund, up to $10,000, will be matched dollar for dollar.  If we reach our goal, we will add $20,000 to the Endowment Fund!

We will be mailing letters to members and friends during the first week of November with more information about the campaign and how to participate.  For now, I simply want to share the good news and ask you to watch for that letter.

One thing I do want to emphasize from the beginning is that this campaign is intended to build upon, not replace, our regular giving.

Your regular giving supports the ministry we are doing today.  Your special gift to the Endowment Fund will help sustain the ministry of tomorrow.
                                                    ►►►
When we invite contributions to this campaign, we will be asking for gifts above and beyond your regular support of the church.

This All Saints' Day, as we remember those who came before us, let us also give thanks for the gifts they have entrusted to us.  We are the beneficiaries of their love, their faith, and their generosity.  And now it is our turn to consider what kind of legacy we will leave for those who come after us.

Blessings,

Pastor Dustin
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                                Church Council Minutes

                                   October 19, 2026                                                                 
Attendance: Wayne, Kelley, Kim, Sue, Dustin, Brenda, Allison, Rose

Moderator: Kelley Anderson, called the meeting to order. Pastor Dustin led in prayer

Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed. Sue motioned to approve minutes, and Allison second the motion, The minutes were passed.

Treasure Report

Brenda discussed the post box fee that was due, she discussed that the account was low and we needed to transfer from the United Church Fund. She asked to transfer $15,000.

Sue motioned to pass the treasurer report, Wayne second the motion. The report was approved.

Pastor Report

All Saint’s Day-November 1st

Fundraising for the $10,000 to match Judy’s check

We are hosting the Prairie Lakes Church-date TBD (4/11) 

Children’s Report

Sunday school is in session with 12 kids. It is going great.

Old Business

Cleaning church-went well

New Business

Cleaning-we need to deep clean

The next Meeting will be 11/09 @ 6pm.
Money Counters for November will be listed in the Wednesday Message.

Sunday, November 1

Sunday, November 8

Sunday, November 15

Sunday, November 22

Sunday, November 25
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            Moderator’s Message November

I love a good potluck. Nowhere else can you find such a wonderful variety of salads and side dishes, relish trays, and desserts all in one place. Trying to recreate that spread at home would cost a small fortune, especially with today’s grocery prices. But when everyone brings just one dish, suddenly there is more than enough for everyone, and together we can enjoy a feast.

A potluck is a great metaphor for so many things. It reminds us that one person alone cannot accomplish what a group of people can achieve together. It illustrates the truth behind sayings like “variety is the spice of life” and “it takes a village.” It even brings to mind a bit of workplace wisdom about increasing attendance at meetings: if you feed them, they will come.

With a season of hospitality, shared meals, and meaningful connection just around the corner, the image of a potluck feels especially fitting. Each person brings something unique to the table, and together we create something richer, more abundant, and more rewarding than any one of us could provide alone.

You know that one amazing dessert brought by the talented cook who never disappoints? Our individual talents are a lot like that. Each of us brings something unique and valuable to the table.

I am great at sorting and organizing. I can clean out a closet, find homes for things, and decide what can be donated or thrown away without a second thought. But routine tasks that have to be done day after day? That's another story. I regularly tell myself I'm going to wash the dishes before bed each night. Then I somehow find a hundred reasons why they can wait until tomorrow. Before long, there's a towering pile in the sink and I have no choice but to roll up my sleeves and tackle them all at once.

Yet somewhere, there is someone who genuinely enjoys the satisfaction of a clean kitchen at the end of every day. They wash the dishes every night without a second thought because it comes naturally to them. It's one of their gifts.

That's the beauty of a potluck. Not everyone brings the same dish, and they don't have to. The meal is richer because of the variety. In the same way, our communities, churches, workplaces, and families are strongest when each person contributes the talents and strengths they have been given. What feels effortless for one person may be difficult for another, but together we create something far better than any of us could accomplish alone.
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Our church successfully delivered over 100 meals each day from 
October 19 to October 23!  With several regular and substitute delivery drivers out of town, ill, or otherwise unavailable, we had several who rarely deliver or in one case, had never delivered before, to get routes filled.  
A big thank you to Donna & John Opsahl, Cheri Erlandson, Shawn Pugsley, Rose Moehring, John & Mary Larson, Veronica Nelson & Caryn Isaacson, Dan & Cyndy Voight, Sue & Alan Pearson, Rosanne Dyce-Anderson, 
Susan Aamold, Dustin Bartlett, and Misti Heath & Cheri Larson. We had good weather, except for a windy day 
on Friday, and we deliver again in December.  ~ Lynne
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           WinG’s Women’s Fellowship
Wings will meet on Saturday, November 14th at 1:00. We'll make stars from the toilet paper rolls we saved. It takes 12 for each star. Bring extra if you have them! Also bring scissors, hot glue guns, and glue sticks if you can.  Pat Kitterman will have devotions. Pat Kitterman and Charlotte Friese will serve dessert. See you then! Brenda and Allison Foster, and Susan Aamold.
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     November Christian Edu. Message
Thanksgiving Greetings~ 

We hope this finds you well in this beautiful fall we've had. 
Church School has clicked right along over the last months. Through October, the Church School kiddos examined Psalm 8 and the Commandments through various ways. We've talked about what the 10 Commandments mean, as well as the 2 Jesus gave us in the book of Matthew. The Commandments, of course, are so much more than literal statements. The kiddos have worked with clay, mirrors, and so many other interesting things. 

We are starting to look forward to a few dates.

November 29: No Sunday School over Thanksgiving break.
December 20: Church School Christmas Program
December 27 & January 3: No Church School over Christmas Break.
We, in the Church School and Youth Group, wish you a very happy Thanksgiving with many blessings! 

We are grateful for you! ~ Rachel Clendenin

[image: image8.jpg]



                         HOME BOUND FRIENDS (updated)

              Last         First          Address
              Phone
            Gribble
 Ramona 
 6 1st St. SW # 504

 605-881-0006 (home)

            Krull
       Phyllis
 215 S. Maple #316

 605-753-3285 Jenkins
            Richardson    Nell

 614 N. Broadway

 605-886-4041 (home)

            Tate
       Jan

 215 S. Maple #301

 605-878-4304 Jenkins

            Tate
       Tom

 215 S. Maple #201   
 605-753-3293 Jenkins

            Zemlicka   
 Wilma
 46156 160th St. 

 605-882-2004 (home)
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Come Worship with
Pastor Dustin Bartlett
 Everyone is always welcome.

If you cannot make it to the Sunday service, you. 

can follow us at; http://www.uccwatertown.com.
Everyone is welcome to join our church school classes 
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TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!



 
      REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK

· Fall Back: On November 1, 2026, at 2:00 A.M. local time, clocks move back 1 hour to 1:00 A.M., giving you back that extra hour.

· Who Skips It: Hawaii, most of Arizona (except the Navajo Nation), and U.S. territories (American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) do not observe DST.

· Future Dates: In 2027, DST begins on March 14 and ends on November 

Coffee and fellowship every Sunday, everyone is always welcome! 
All Saints’ Day, Sunday, November 1, during the worship service with lighting of the candles.
	 
	November  2026
	 

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 
Julie Johnson

All Saints’ Day

Day Light Saving time ends.


	2 

	3 
Brenda Zemlicka

Cyndi Spieker

Election Day
	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 
Bev Kasdorf

Vina Clendenin

	8 
Dylan Rambow

Bible Study 3pm, with Pastor Dustin
	9 

	10 
Donna Trupe
	11 
Dawn Engel

Bernie Mason

Bria Miller

Amy Rambow

Veteran’s Day

Holiday
	12 


	13 
Tom Larson
	14 
WinG’s Meet 1PM 



	15
	16 

	17 

	18

Deana Berns

	19 
Dustin Zemlicka
	20 

	21 


	22 

Bible Study, 

3pm, with Pastor Dustin


	23 
Amber Bartlett
	24 

	25 
Charles Musch
	26 

Happy Thanksgiving

Holiday


	27 

	28 

Kari Carter



	29
No Sunday School

	30 

Greg Fransen

	


First Cong. United Church of Christ, thank you breakfast for Veteran’s at Perkins Resturant, 9 am, Nov. 11, with Pastor Dustin.
Bible Study, every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month, 3pm with Pastor Dustin. 
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