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      Pastor's April Message
  Easter, New Life, and New Directions
As we move through the final weeks of Lent, we are approaching the heart of our faith story: Holy Week and Easter. These sacred days invite us to walk with Jesus through love, loss, and ultimately into the promise of resurrection and new life.

We will gather for worship throughout the week:

· Palm Sunday – March 29 

· Maundy Thursday – April 2 at 5:30 pm
(Soup supper, communion, and foot washing) 

· Good Friday – April 3 at 5:30 pm
(Tenebrae service) 

· Easter Sunday – April 5 

Each of these services tells part of the story.  And taken together, they remind us that even in the face of uncertainty, God is always bringing forth something new.

That message of new life isn’t just something we celebrate on Easter morning; it’s also something we are beginning to live into as a congregation.

Earlier this month, we took an important first step in our strategic planning process through a retreat led by Rev. Drew Terry.  While this is just the beginning of the journey, the retreat helped us start to name where we feel called to grow and focus our energy.

Four key mission priorities began to emerge:

· Strengthening our worship and church programs 

· Building deeper relationships within the congregation and the wider community 

· Expanding our service and partnerships beyond the church walls 

· Increasing our visibility and presence in Watertown 

These are not final answers, but they are meaningful starting points — signs of where new life may be taking root among us.  And just like the resurrection itself, new life doesn’t appear out of nowhere.  It grows as we pay attention, listen deeply, and remain open to where God is leading.

That’s exactly what our next step will focus on.

Module 3 of our strategic planning process will take place on Saturday, May 2 at 1:00 pm at the church.  This session will help us better understand our neighbors and the changing demographics of Watertown, so that we can more faithfully align our ministry with the needs of our community.

Because resurrection isn’t just about what happens in the tomb.  It’s about what happens next.  It’s about stepping into a future we cannot fully see yet, trusting that God is already at work within it.

As we move toward Easter, may we not only celebrate new life.  May we be open to it as well.

Blessings,

Pastor Dustin
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           Church Council Minutes
                 March 9, 2026
 Moderator, Kelley Anderson, called the meeting to order and Pastor Dustin Barlett led us in an opening prayer. 

The council took attendance; 

Kelley Anderson, Wayne Johnson, Rose Mohring, Allison Foster, Pastor Dustin, Kimmie Schmieg, 
Brenda Zemlicka, Tina Hartse, and Sue Perason were present at the meeting. 

Minutes for the last meeting were reviewed, commented on Amanda’s dinner, which was discussed at the last meeting, and it was asked that we ask Amanda not to use the dishwasher as it’s not working properly. Tina made a motion to approve the minutes. Sue second the motion and it passed. 
Treasurer’s Report 

We switched to QuickBooks online, and it was discovered that we cannot print off notes from the website, without a different subscription, so Brenda needs to do a spreadsheet. She stated this was a learning curve but so far she liked the switch. Sue made a motion to approve the report. Rose second the motion and it passed. 
Pastor Report 

Dustin mentioned Rachel’s hope room books being boxed up for more room. We decided we will put them in a public area for everyone in the church to enjoy. It was also discussed that we need to schedule module 3 of the Audit, which will be a zoom meeting for the pastor and in person for us. It is tentatively scheduled for April 18th around 9:30am. 

Christian Education Report 

Everything is going well. It was asked that Rachael start hanging the children’s artwork on boards outside of the room so church goers can see their work. 

Committees and members of each committee were brought up, documents will be emailed to Kelley to distribute to others for the next meeting so we can discuss what is important to keep to and to get members in each committee. 
Old Business 

T-shirt image was found, Rose is going to get more information on costs. Allison was going to work on some alternative graphics. 

Camera was discussed with alternative options, we are going to discuss with some more tech people to see what our options are for cameras, sound, and computers being all together.  Sound-we are holding off on calling MidState as we are going to look into other options to get this working properly. 

The estimate on fixing the bathroom near offices was discussed. $1600 to replace toilet and sink. Sue made a motion to approve this estimate and Tina seconded the motion. This expense was passed. 

New Business 

It was brought up that there was a gas smell in the church multiple times. We have someone coming to look at this. Someone is also coming to check on the bats issue as well, as we had a bat fly through while we had the audit. There was a roof leak, this is new as the patches that Scott had done are still holding up. Scott is going to patch the new leak as he has done the others as these are still working. Pastor’s spot for parking will now be 
Rachael’s Hope spot for unloading.  A delegate is needed for Templeton UCC on April 12th. We are going to ask some others if they would like to join Pastor Dustin. 
Next meeting date will be April 13th at 6pm. 

Rose made a motion to adjourn, Wayne second this motion. The motion was passed and the meeting was adjourned. 
Respectifully Submitted: Kelley Anderson
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      Christian Edu. April Message            
 The Christian Education Wing has been busy as usual. Everything from the woman at the well to Pizza Lazarus, we've had some fun learning about Jesus. 

The kiddos have taken some time to talk about friendship and what that means. 
We've also learned about that Jesus is living water. He quenches our spiritual thirst.
Unfortunately, South Dakota's wild weather interfered with our youth group meeting. We will hope for decent April weather!

Please note:

There will be no Church School on Easter, April 5.

Have a happy Easter and April!

Blessings- Rachel 
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                      Moderator’s April 2026 Message
As Easter approaches, I always find myself examining my relationship with Jesus.
He was sent to earth in the form of a man to show us how to have a close and personal relationship with God. So this year, in my reflections, I can’t help but think about the recent retreat we had, trying to determine what is important to us as a church and a community. 
It was very evident that we all wanted to have more connection with people in and out of church. I think that we can use the way we connect with God to reach out and feel connected to each other. I’ll give you an example. I have always loved reading and music. I can find Jesus in so many beautiful songs or in a snippet of writing. I started reading The Chosen book series this past month. Now, let me say, I have full understanding that while there are Bible passages in this book and it follows the timeline of Jesus’ life as far as it is known, it is still a work of fiction. However, there is so much background I was unaware of that can be seen in the context of the traditions and beliefs of the people of His time. This helps me to understand the sentiment behind the Biblical recounting of Jesus’ words.  In essence, I can better understand the meaning between “follow me” as written on paper if I imagine Jesus approaching two fishermen, face to face, and asking them to abandon everything they ever known and follow Him. He was the Messiah that had been long promised and that these people were waiting and praying for. For me, this helps to bring the Bible to life as I imagine the love and care with which Jesus spoke to people. 
So how does that translate into greater social connection? I believe if we use the way we connect with Jesus to connect with others, we can have that deep connection we are craving. For me, that would be doing a group study on hymns, singing in a choir, or being part of a book club. Others see Jesus in nature. They could join a walking club, a camera club, or go camping on the weekends. Meeting more people means more opportunity to share God’s love, whether in words, actions, or just admiring the world that he has given to us.
Meet others where they are and show them what God’s love really is here on earth. We all have the light of Jesus in us and are told not to hide it. Once we connect with others, that light can shine for all to see. 

 ~ Kelley Anderson 
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           Women’s Fellowship April Message.
The Wings kick off on March 21st.was a great success!!  22 women met, socialized and ate pie to celebrate 
National Pi Day!  The next Wing’s meeting will be Saturday, April 11th at 1:00 PM at the church.

We will be making tea lights for our shut-ins and tie blankets for “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”.

All women are welcome !!  

Brenda Foster

[image: image7.png]WOMEN IN GOD’S SERVICE




 MEALS  ON  WHEELS
The next Meals On Wheels is Monday, April 13 through Friday April 17, 2026. If you are able to help deliver meals, please call Lynne Forbush, 605-880-5379, to let her know. Your help is always appreciated.

                         HOME BOUND FRIENDS (updated)

Last         First          Address
                   Phone

Bevers
      Jean
      500 16th Ave # 26
      605-886-6519 Stoney Brook

Gribble
Ramona 
6 1st St. SW # 504

605-881-0006 (home)

Jordan
      Diane
      3800 20th Ave. SW

605-886-2885 (home)

Krull
      Phyllis

215 S. Maple #316

605-753-3285 Jenkins

Pope 
      Donna

215 S. Maple #225

605-361-1422 Jenkins

Richardson   Nell

614 N. Broadway

605-886-4041 (home)

Ruesink
Joyce

415 4th Ave NE #14      
605-520-3670 Avantara 
Tate
      Jan

215 S. Maple #322

605-878-4304 Jenkins

Tate
      Tom

215 S. Maple #324   
605-753-3293 Jenkins

Zemlicka   
Wilma

46156 160th St. 

605-882-2004 (home)
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Come Worship with
Pastor Dustin Bartlett
 Everyone is always welcome.
If you cannot make it to the Sunday service, you. 

can follow us at; http://www.uccwatertown.com.
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 5:30 pm service, communion, soup supper, foot washing.
Good Friday, April 3, 5:30 pm Tenebrae service. 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 10:00 am, worship service. 

Everyone, welcome!  Enjoy coffee and fellowship after the Sunday service.
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