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Pastor's May Message
Siblings in Christ,

There’s a lot to look forward to over the next several weeks, and I’m not just talking about the weather!

Our church will be doing our annual spring cleaning on April 29th, starting at 10 am.  We’ll be cleaning both inside and outside of the building.  Please come as you are able, even if it’s just for an hour or two.

On May 21st, we’ll be recognizing our high school and college graduates in worship, and celebrating with them with cake and other refreshments after church.  I hope you’ll come to celebrate this major accomplishment with all of the graduates.  If you have a graduating student in your family that would like to be recognized on the 21st, please let us know.

The following Sunday, May 28th, is Pentecost.  It’s one of my favorite holy days – the birthday of the church; the day when Jesus’ followers take up his mantle and ministry; the day when the Holy Spirit descends to ignite a fiery passion for justice and mercy in the Christian community.  

Finally, and going through May and beyond, I’m leading a Bible study on the Book of Revelations.  Unlike most of my Bible studies, which are just a session or two, this will be an ongoing study that will take many sessions to complete as we go through the entire Book of Revelations.  If you, like many Christians, find Revelations to be both interesting and challenging, I hope that you’ll find this study illuminating.

Blessings,

Rev. Dustin Bartlett
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Special Mission Offerings

Offering Date: May 28, 2023

 DONATE
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of Christ. 
[image: image4.png]Take delight) v The
) Sord, amd e Witl
give yow the

PSALM 37:4

AL

- \

%

T S
4 S 6
1
B 19 0.
5w 1

AVIRTUOUSWOMAN.ORG



 Church Council Minutes
                                                    April 11th, 2023

Attendants: Pastor Dustin Bartlett, Lynne Forbush, Brenda Zemlicka*, Jerica Zemlicka*, Jordan Zemlicka*, Melissa Pond, Rosanne Dyce-Anderson, 
Brenda Foster, Cyndi Spieker, Cyndy Voight

*Left at 7:00pm

Unable to attend: Robin Briggs.

1. Call to Order - Lynne Forbush

2. Opening Prayer - Pastor Dustin

3. Approve March Minutes - Moved by Rosanne Dyce-Anderson, Second by Melissa Pond.  Approved.

4. REPORTS:


1. Treasurer - Moved by Jerica Zemlicka, Second by Lucas Nogelmeier.  Approved.

2. Pastor - Going to get proper paschal candle (previously approved). Welcome Bags and Connect cards need to be handed out and returned (in the case of the connect cards) every Sunday. New audio equipment working well. Amy Rambow wanting to borrow chairs for graduation (given the okay).  Multi-Cultural Center wanting to close down the street on the east side of the church for Cinco de Mayo celebration on May 13th.


3. Christian Ed - report outlined activities


4. WINGS - nothing new to report


5. Welcome Committee - nothing new to report

6. Stewardship/Finance Committee - Brenda Zemlicka discussed the need for so many special funds (shown on the Assets page of the financial report) such as the Coffee Fund and Mission/Family Retreat. They plan to reduce the number of special funds and leave Camperships, Youth Group, and Wedding Deposit funds and place the money in the obsolete funds in the General Fund. 

They proposed moving $20,000 from Memorial Fund Checking and put into a CD as rates are high right now. Brenda Foster moved and Rosanne Dyce-Anderson seconded motion to move $20,000 from Memorial Checking Fund and putting that money into a CD. They would like to include monthly financial receipts in the Sunday bulletin to let congregants know the Church’s current financial status.  Council members to are urged to think of fundraising ideas.


7. Worship Committee - nothing new to report


8. Personnel Committee – Meeting cancelled due to blizzard.


9. Building and Grounds Committee – 

a. Spring Clean Up is set for April 29th starting at 10:00am and Scott will have list of to-do items.  Justin Ries will drop off wood chips for landscaping the Labyrinth.

b. Scott needs a new floor buffer - Found a used one for $1,045 - Priority item.  Motion to approve money for floor buffer to come from Memorial Fund.  Moved by Lucas Nogelmeier, Second by Cyndi Spieker.  Approved.

c. Chairlift from Midwest Medical to make the second-floor handicap accessible - $3,500 installed.  Tabled.


 d. Bid from Schneider Electric to update lighting in Fellowship Hall - $5,995 - Priority item.

Motion to replace lighting in Fellowship Hall with up to $6,000 to come from the Memorial Fund with a campaign in the congregation to raise as much money as possible.  Moved by Jerica Zemlicka, second by Cyndy Voight.  Approved

e. Jeff Wirkus will provide bid to put ramp in behind the pulpit to make the choir area, etc., handicap accessible.  

10. Mission and Outreach Committee - Camp Sunday activities discussed.  Sleep in Heavenly Peace needing helpers from time to time, but mostly looking for funds to support bed builds.  $200 per bed.  We are open to helping out, listening/sharing message.  Zemlickas said they would like to help. 


11. Search Committee - James Clendenin will fill remaining spot on council for the remainder of the   year.

5. OLD BUSINESS
1. Video/Audio equipment update - Completed

2. Water heater update. Motion to approve $3,500 bid from Warne Plumbing and Heating to replace water heater.  Moved by Lucas Nogelmeier, second by Cyndy Voight.  Approved.

3. Camp Sunday - April 16th

4. Spring Clean Up - April 29th starting at 10am.

6. NEW BUSINESS
1. Jerica Zemlicka will look into and help set up Remind app for the church. This will allow information to be sent out quickly to church members and friends.

2. An account has been established with Alpha Media to report closings due to weather, etc.

3. Mother's Day - May 14th - Carnations for all women.  Cyndy Voight will handle purchase of carnations from Blossom Shop.

4. Pentecost/Strengthen the Church Offering - May 28st.

5. Benevolent Fund - Discussion on creating a fund in our church to help those associated with our church.  Council asked to brainstorm ideas to help those in need. Mission and Outreach is tasked with collecting information on resources within the Watertown community to help those in need.

6. There have been several times the church doors have been left unlocked. Be sure and close the doors firmly.  Church keys are not clearly marked or are kept in different locations. A numbered key box was suggested. Council discussed the need to have some locked cupboards within the church. 

7. Prairie Lakes Association Spring Meeting - April 16th in Aberdeen.  Side note - Conference office in Sioux Falls closing.

8. Multicultural Center Cinco de Mayo Celebration - May 13th from 4pm to 9pm. Sarah Caron came to the council with a request to approve closing 2nd Street from Kemp to 1st Ave South for this event. Other businesses have already signed the approval form and the Council approved the closing of the street east of the church.  Maple to 1st Ave North is also being considered and we will be notified when a decision has been made. A few ideas of how we might participate were floated but will need to wait until a decision on location for the celebration is made. 

9.  Information on how to apply for Betty Erling College Scholarships needs to be put into the bulletin. Council to award the scholarships that will remain at $500.

10. Watertown Love/Pride in the Park - This year's event is scheduled for June 24th and we plan to have a booth.

11. Worship Committee will handle graduation recognition. 

7.  Money Counter Sign Up

8.  Next Meeting Date - May 9th, 2023. Pastor Dustin will not be able to attend.

9.  Executive Session - Moved by Melissa Pond, second by Rosanne Dyce-Anderson.  Approved.

10. Adjournment - Moved by Rosanne Dyce-Anderson, second by Cyndi Spieker.  Approved.
*********************************************************************************************
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Co-Moderator’s May Message

April was a busy month with meaningful Easter week services, the Spring Prairie Lakes Association meeting, our church’s Spring clean up, and wasn’t it great to hear laughter in church during the Holy Humor service when we also celebrated Placerville Camp, complete with s’mores for coffee hour!  Hopefully April showers will bring May flowers and we will all be able to enjoy the great outdoors. May brings Mothers’ Day, Pentecost, Strengthen the Church offering, graduations and Memorial Day. You will see a short piece on Strengthen the Church elsewhere in this Newsletter and we will take that offering on May 28th. We plan to recognize graduates during the service on May 21st and so that we don’t miss anyone, please let us know if you have someone graduating from high school or college this year. Kellen will be one of the graduates and will be leaving us for Black Hills State. We want to be sure and thank her for all that she has done for our church school and will miss her! 
See you in church on Sunday! Bring a friend.

Co-moderators  ~~ Cyndi Houts Spieker and Lynne Forbush

Lynne Forbush 605 880-5379 

Cyndi Spieker  605 520-5646
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Church Council Committees 2023






Welcome 

Brenda Zemlicka*
Rosanne Dyce-Anderson*
Cyndi Spieker*
Amber Nogelmeier

Marlys Moore





Stewardship/Finance 

Jerica Zemlicka*
Brenda Zemlicka*



Worship

Cyndy Voight*
Cyndi Spieker*
Jordan Zemlicka*
Robin Briggs*

            Sue Pearson






Personnel


Lynne Forbush*
Rosanne Dyce-Anderson*



Building & Grounds

Lucas Nogelmeier*
Lynne Forbush*
Scott Anderson



Mission & Outreach

Brenda Foster*
Melissa Pond*
Cyndi Spieker*
Allison Foster







Nominating


Lucas Nogelmeier*
Amber Nogelmeier
Jordan Zemlicka*
*********************************************************************************************
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WinGs will meet on Wednesday, May 3 at 1pm.  You are invited to join us.  Our guest speaker is Mary Modica; she will present a power point program on post cards!  At our April  meeting the Easter week church services from the Passover Meal on Maundy Thursday to the Easter Sunday service with the beautiful lily flowers were discussed and enjoyed by everyone. Thanks to Rev. Dustin for his extra effort.  At our April meeting the possibility of having the Pilgrim Fair this Fall was discussed. It would be done on a smaller scale than previous years but we already have some crafts that could be sold. Ideas for this project will be welcomed as well as offers to help us plan the event!     Marlys

First Congregational United Church of Christ                                    Non-Profit Org.

   PO Box 111

                                                                                               U.S. Postage Paid                       
   Watertown, SD 57201                                                                                             Watertown, SD                            

   THE MESSENGER, May  2023                                                                                Permit # 499  

[image: image8.png]



     Come Worship with us, with
             Pastor Dustin Bartlett 
             10:00 am Sunday

        Everyone is always welcome 
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We plan to recognize graduates during the church service on May 21st,  do you have a high school or college graduate 
that should be recognized during our church service?   If so, please call the church office  (605 886-6994) by May 12th. 
Through a Betty Erling bequest, college financial assistance has been made available to church-family students.  Applicants should write a letter to the church council providing the following. information:  1) Name of college entering or attending;  2) College level;  3) High school or college GPA;  4) Area of study or major; 5) 
A short paragraph outlining your career goals.  

If you are interested you can drop off your application at the church office, or mail it or E-mail it to ucc1wtn@midco.net.  Deadline is June 30, 2023 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coffee &  Goodies in the Fellowship hall 

following the worship service. 
Please join us!
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